Vernal conjunctivitis in the hyperimmunoglobulinemia E syndrome.
Hyper-IgE syndrome (HIE) appears to be related to an immunoregulatory imbalance characterized by severe deficiency of suppressor T cells, elevated levels of IgE antibodies, and repeated infection of various organ systems. We report the association of HIE syndrome in two definite cases and one probable case of vernal conjunctivitis. This association suggests that T cell-mediated imbalance may be one factor in the pathogenesis of vernal conjunctivitis.